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For the development, stewardship and sustainability of water 

trails, including the Trans Canada Trail, in Northwestern Ontario. 

For paddlers now, and for the generations after us.

1118.5
Kilometers of water trail

582
Trail Gap

48 %
Completed
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About Path of the Paddle

 Having incorporated in August of 
2013, Path of the Paddle 
Association is a volunteer driven 
not-for-profit, tasked with 
completing the Trans Canada Trail 
in Northwestern Ontario from 
Thunder Bay to Manitoba, a 
1183km water trail for canoes and 
kayaks.
The Association has Regional Trail 
Committees in Thunder Bay, 
Atikokan, Dryden and Kenora that 
provide on the ground volunteer 
support. Oversight is provided by 
a dedicated group of Board 
Members. Day to day operations 
are taken care of by General 
Manager Carrie Nolan.

Path of the Paddle Association 
works with many key 
stakeholders, including 
government, business owners 
and provincial parks to ensure its' 
trail is well planned and received. 
To date, the trail is halfway done.
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This summer, we are launching to Trail 
Ambassadors to share the trail 
through their eyes and experiences as 
they canoe it's entire length. To follow 
their trip and learn more, please visit 
our website: 
www.pathothepaddleassociation.com
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Named in honour of Bill Mason, Path 
of the Paddle Association aims to 

provide an optimal recreation 
experience for paddlers and promote 
this area as a paddling destination. 

When one dreams of paddling, it is of this place that one dreams. The Path of the Paddle water 
trail in NW Ontario spans from Great Lakes to the edge of the prairies and includes the world's 
largest inland sea, historic waterways that have been traversed by canoe for thousands of years 
and soaring eagles, sweeping white pines and lakes teeming with fish.
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A Message 
from our Chair

As a quick summary of our progress over the past two years; we have done well. Carrie has been a terrific asset and 
has done a wonderful job helping us progress, both in trail making, but also in getting our message out. For instance: her 
presentations at meetings around our region, and even in Wisconsin, have been very informative to people. The idea of Trail 
Ambassadors has worked out beautifully, and the fact of her also paddling and documenting her journey through our total trail this 
summer, and doing work along the way, should prove both historic and fascinating to follow. 

I believe that we, the Board, have also done well, although it will be very difficult to replace Jack, Vic and Paula, who 
have been instrumental in our progress. Nonetheless, we have added excellent new talent to our group with Michelle, and 
Clara. Thus, our future looks good. We do have some real challenges though to complete our project by 2017 and to maintain 
it for perpetuity. Nonetheless, challenges are things that keep volunteers engaged, and overcoming those challenges a joy. 

We are all volunteers and thus have to gain our value to the organization personally, since few perks, or pats on the back, 
come with the job. Given this fact, thanks a million for all your efforts this year.  

Ed Shields

Board Members
Ed Shields, Thunder Bay 

Chair, 2013-Present 
Brian Miles, Dryden 

Vice Chair, 2013-Present 
Robert Onysko, Kenora  

Secretary, 2013-Present 
Paula Sanders, Atikokan  

Treasurer, 2013-2015
Clara Butikofer, Thunder Bay

2015-Present
Michelle Savoie, Atikokan

2014-Present
Vic Prokopchuk, Atikokan

2013-2015
Jack Harrison, Dryden

2013-2015
Jennifer Findlay, Kenora

2013-Present

"We are developing something that 
people can travel all through the 

country and see new things" 
~Paula Sanders~
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Carrie Nolan
General Manager

Recognized as a Kickass Canadian in 2012 for her work on and for waterways, Carrie 
comes to Path of the Paddle as an experienced paddler (having paddled across the 
country and guided for Black Feather) and manager (having worked in higher education, 
in the classroom and as an administrator). She loves working with people that are 
attracted to such a visionary task as the Path of the Paddle and the Trans Canada Trail. 
Carrie began working with the Path of the Paddle as General Manger in the Fall of 2014 
and hopes her efforts will see the trail both completed and well known!

Lise Sorenson
Trails Officer

Having an understanding of landscape architecture and being an avid paddler made Lise 
Sorenson the perfect choice to be Path of the Paddle's Atikokan Trails Officer. With the 
work she put in during Fall 2014 plans are made for creating and maintaining portages 
and campsites for over a 100km of the trail near Atikokan. 

Hadley Burns and Paul Schram
Trail Ambassadors

As a team, Hadley and Paul bring over 8 years and over 4500 kilometres of experience 
each in canoeing and leadership, having been Trip Leaders for Camp Stephens’ 
extensive wilderness program. The pair impressed the hiring committee with their 
enthusiasm, eloquence and commitment to helping others experience the natural 
world. 

Hadley and Paul live in Winnipeg, Manitoba (Paul originally from Cartwright, Manitoba) 
and bring endless stories of paddling remote areas throughout Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario. Their love of wilderness exploration and adventure has led them 
around the world, travelling South East Asia, India, Nepal, Guatemala, El Salvador and 
more. Aside from their deep love for canoeing, Hadley and Paul are both entering their 
last year in the Education faculty at the University of Winnipeg. As future educators 
(Hadley with an English and Physics degree, Paul with a Geography and English 
degree) Hadley and Paul plan to incorporate outdoor education and their wilderness 
experience in their teaching and are excited to be able to share the Trans Canada Trail 
opportunities with their students. Armed with a camera, guitar, waterproof journals and 
the endless beauty of the Path of the Paddle region, Hadley and Paul will engage Path 
of the Paddle followers with educational and entertaining updates and stories through 
writing and videos during the summer. 

“It's a legacy for all Canadians to really enjoy 
and participate in" ~Michelle Savoie~

On being Trail Ambassadors:
"The fact that we have the 
Trans Canada Trail — and 
[are] opening up these 
wilderness areas to people to 
make it easier for people for 
whom it may not have been 
accessible before — is such a 
wonderful opportunity" 
~Paul Schram~  
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Our Trails

Path of the Paddle consists of six connected trails from Thunder Bay to MB

Animikii 
Thunder Bay to 
Grand  Portage 
National 
Monument
Length:  114km 
Gap: 114km
% Complete: 0%

Quetico 
Quetico Provincial 

 Park  to Atikokan 
Length: 208 
Gap: 27km
% Complete: 87%

Maukinak 
Atikokan to 
Dryden Length: 
228.5km Gap: 
74.5km
% Complete: 66%

Anishinabe 
Kenora to 
Whiteshell 
Provincial Park 
Length: 155km 
Gap: 155km
% Complete: 0%

Omimi
Grand Portage 
National 
Monument to 
Quetico Provincial 
Park Length: 184km
Gap: 184km
% Complete: 0%

Migizi 
Dryden to Kenora 
Length: 229km 
Gap: 27.5km
% Complete: 88%

Photo Credit: Ed Shields
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2013 2014 
Revenue 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 168,700.00 
Trans Canada Trail 11,500.00 17,080.31 
Donation 3,175.00 
Miscellaneous 1.08 
TOTAL REVENUE 11,500.00 188,956.39 
Expenses 
Payroll Expenses 
Wages & Salaries 32,696.30 
EI Expense 1,579.20 
CPP Expense 3,267.32 
WSIB Expense 228.00 
Total Payroll Expense 37,770.82 
General & Admin Expense 
Accounting & Legal 2,662.50 
Advertising & Promotion 3,526.01 
Business Fees & Licenses 295.37 
Courier & Postage 265.65 
Insurance 2,748.00 
Interest & Bank Charges 11.25 621.16 
Office Supplies 1,254.26 
Repair & Maintenance 1,554.90 
Supplies 840.65 2,846.34 
Subcontractors 35,950.77 
Telephone 1,514.51 
Meeting Expenses 199.76 2,104.36 
Travel 483.29 10,915.94 
Total General & Admin Expense 1,534.95 66,259.77 
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,534.95 104,030.59 
Net Income 9,965.05 84,925.80 



P.O. Box 33023 Red River PO
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 3V6
E: info@pathofthepaddleassociation.com 




